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AGRICULITURE

Mechanizaticon Still a Major Bottleneck: Most of the broadcasts on agricultural production
in the pericd under review harp on the continued reluctance to extend mechanization to
an many phages of f£ield work as possible, on the one hand, sud the inadequate maintenaunce
and repair of technicel equipment, on the other. Although in some instances the trade
unione are raid o0 be the chief culprits, the cleim is made that it takes more than trade
unions to prcd the farmers and local agricultural officlals into embracing the idea of
complets machanization and adopting & more scrupulous attitude toward the utilizaiion

of amiladls squipment, Lack of mechanical skill in the rural areas presumably accounts
for & graat dsal of the breakdowns and inept handling of machinery but that, 1t is
frequantly pointed out, 1s not alwsys the cage, "Indiffersnt st4itude” and "under-
entimaiice” (khalatuoye otnoshenie, nedootsenka) are the terms most often applied to
local Party and Executive coumittees ap well ae to individual officiala whose duty 4%

18 to sncouvage Sarther mechani.ation of agrileuliure.

A KRASFY KURGAX edi+orisl of 15 Novembsr ia sharply criticel ci the antiquated methods
0f machinsry repalr employed by the oblagt agriecultural adminlstration. The sc-called
centraliced wethod of *tractor repairs whereby different parte of the same machine are
mended by spaciasllzed sexvice men is sald %0 be dlscarded iz faver of the ouimoded
handicrafs method. Nothing bub thias reluctance to introduce advanczed technological
methods, 2ays the paper, can explain the feilurs of &0 many machine-tractor stations

te cope with *hair mesigauments, What makes the sftuation "anaolutely abnormal®
(sovershennc nenormelnoye) is thst new techaological proussees aze always dlacussed,
bluaprinisd-~and left on paper, Progress in the meantize L= "very aslcow™ for the simple
reagcn Yhat the repalirs rever cateh up with the breakdowns.

It Lo wafonbuzate, says SEVERNAYA PRAVDA (18 November), tha* msny of the Kosiroma ohlast
Party, Sovist and machine-{ractor station officlals are "repeating the umistakes of
last year.”  Far HHhee providing a sufflcliert nurber of nmechanlza for the oblast work
shope, "they have not yet solvad the problem" of traluiang qualilfied tractor, combine
sad cthar nachizs cperators. The resuwlt 1s that even the renxvineable equipment cannot
be used For “wo-zhiit work and "machines remaln idie for long pericds of time." The
- oblurt machanlizaticn schoois for “ractor mechaniss; slactiriciena sad combine operators

are sald %o lisve deteriorated %o such a "low level™ that in some instances the graduvates
know Just sabout as much as they di2 before thelr enrcllment, Many of he MIS directors
axe reportsd Lo be unwilling Lo zend thelr werkers %o those schonls for lengthy periods
due Lo the manpovwer ghorbage abt the statlour, Lub “hai, suys “he paper, is a very poor
excuse becauar the shertags of gkilled mechsnics and operators is more acute than anything
elss, '

A report from Alma Ata (18 Wovember) quotes KAZAKHSTANSKAYA FPRAVDA as ssying that the
mechanization of agriculture and particularly the livestock industry of the Republic
is "extremely unsat!~factory." That paper is sald to have revealed, for exemple, that
auturn plowing plens in the Repudlic "remain unfulfilled from year to year" and that a
variety of violations of agrotechnical work schedules "have a negative effect on the
cropa,” All this, 1% {3 explained,is due to the insdequate utilization of machines
and tractors and the resultant "considersble idleness cf machines.” But inept employ-

ment of equipment; it aprears, ls only one evil and a lesger cue a% that, for it is
disclogzed that

there are many cases where technicsl n.ans destined
for the mechanizatlon of labor-consuming work in the
livegtock induetry ... are not wged at all,

The plain truth 12, according to the paper, that most (bolshizstvo) of the Republic'e
machine«tractor stations "are far from satisfying“ {dslexo re udovletvoryayut) the
dally r=juirements of agrliculbural production. The situation ia gald to have reached
a new low in such large areas as West Kazakhstan, Aktyubinsk, North Kazakhstan and
Eagt Kazekhetan oblmets where largely for technical reagont tut also for reesons of

general inefficiency the MI'S do not keep their agreements with the collective farms or
ptock~breeding enterprises.
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A sumwrized vargion of & STAVROPOLSKAYA PRAVDA editorial (i8 November) reitarates
_the familiar officisl complaint theat agricultural and other local officials ars slow

. to derive any benefit from "last ysar?ts miztakes.® The nature of those as well as the
= curpent "mistakss® i1s large-scale technical breakdowns. Agsin the "central method" of
- tractor repairs:is referred to as the only means of proper msintenance, and the failure

to0_apply it 1= pald to mecount for a great deal of the frouble. (It may be of some

7. interset Yo point out here that poor equitmmzt mainterancs and techalcal dbreakdovas,

on the one hand, and the inadequate utilization of gervicesble mazhines, oz the other,

‘. slthough oftén dissusze2d in the same context, are usually raforred to as two apparently
o unrelsved toples.  The obvious purpose of this type of tresimeni is to draw the
Coodletinetion batween the unwillingness or reluctance 4o fully utilize the avallable
. machinery and the patch-up repair Jobs which make auch utilization impoesible}. Some
- MIS wor¥ shopa, the paper ccntinues, do no% have the standard equipment necessary for
L better pepsir Jobe on tractor and ccmbinesa, particularly during the winter seaszcn,

sz omnd "t iz nmot surprising therefora® (ueudivitelmo postosu) that the wmechanicat

- effistlency “remalus at.a very low level."

- Turchasad lapt swmer bub -never uead, v
- .~%ilon buzlness; suys Yhe paper. One 1s that the collective :faxm chairmen who buy the

by the industry: through™undernourishing” the stock were augmantsd by furihe
"‘catt].a oo the rsmote pastures where no sdeguate winter housing had besn provi

. The sutumn-winter repair of machines, as frarkly admittsd bty RADYANSKA DONETSCHINA

(19 Novamber), *is cavsing gerione slarm™ {vysyvayet seryownuyu trevogu). Although
the Tspalr seagon began on schadule pix weekw ago, legs than cue~fourth of the machines

“needing machaaical attsnticn has been taken care of go far, Juat how serdous the

situatiou g the peper does not iutimste but this may be gatherad 2rxom its suggestion
that “only immediste dvsetic measures™ will be able %o cleau up the sxisting wess,
effect a thorowgh raorganization of "incorrastly organizea™ Iatcr scd iatenaify the
tempo of work., lack of interest rather then & shortage of ekillsd labor is cided by
CHERNQMORSKA KOMMURA {26 Nov,) as “the beeic veason” %;olom prychyna) Zor the failure

“in -the Qdaces cblinst trastor-rerair campaiga. The machine-iractor staticas “can and

should" raiss the level o? thair work sspeclselly uow that thay hays tasu equipped with

- a1l the necereary pavaphsraells for a gocd Job.

PRIXARPATSKA FPRAVDA {26 Rovsxber) says that the agrisultural sguiprent in Stenislav
obluet =8 u ¥hela 1s in o sorTy stats of dlerepair and that ths raysea Party and Lo
agriculiursl officlalis “have forgotten®™ that the mashinss have %0 be rapaired, Whataver
Tepalr Joba have beean ccapletad so far are sald to be of Texiremsly low quality” but

- nothing is taing done to elimirats the ghortoomings despite the fact that "sll thie
©omesa" 1 kniwn te the reapsotive Party Committees mnd thelr Sacretaries, . Lax supervision .

Zrom above avd the poor implemantatlon of decisicms st the lowsr levels, says the paper,
have comdined Yo producs a siiusticn crying for “immwdiats and desisive™ remedial

B -mmasurss, - KRASKY XURGAN (29 November) Yemoans the fact thet so much "wonderful®

{zamechetelnia) wachinery is lying 1dle svd getting out of cmisr im the MI'S and :
collective farms st a tims whan it is #0 badly needed,  Scme agriculiurel artele are
sald-to have foddser stesmers and a variety of cleaning and milking machines which vers

Thera are two resasons fo thls lopsided mechaplza-

machinas: "ars hindersd by their ignorance concerning machines™ snd therafore inzapable
of iutegrating them in produstion.  Ancther familiar reason ia thet the oblas? agricultural
dapartmant Lligelf hes not amuifeated too mush anxiety over the meshanizetion of the

JAivestosk farma--1it ie, io fact, "indiffersnt to violators of tha.plan,”

.. Concentrated Attsntion Ou Stock-Breeding Urgeds Alvays & target of offiafal aritieism,
o the Iiventock induetry by and lerge. is not registaring tha expsctad improvement, : E
o Reglonal broadausts on the subject generally stress. the t¥o. mala aspects of the. induatryts

activitias in.additicn to & varisty of minor ones, which have been consiatently neglected, :
"underestinated” or toth: - fodder stockpiling end sdequate witfisr housing for the osttle.

- ‘Thesa two.ohronic silments ers frequently said to account Toxr wont of the industry's

reversse sicce the war. . The ‘soarcity of fodder supplies in 1551 brought.about the

Tenactment of spscial lawas providing for a8ditional pay and bomuees to farmers enpadin

hay-mowing, silaging aud the preparstion of varlous types of fodder, - The losses sustained

x: losaes of
ded, .-
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ZAKARPATSKA PRAVDA (1l November) says thet now that the grain problem, "the most serious
and greatest of all problems,” has been solved, the livestock problem 1s looming higher
thar ever tefore iu the oblast. The Transcarpathian collective farms are not doiug 80
well in their development of the stock-breeding industry, end isolated successes cannot
conceal the serious shortcominge, the paper says. Meadows and grasslands have not been
prepared and no measures have been teken to plant sufficient amounts of root crops Or
perennial grasses: |

’I'he% main cauge of low livestock productivity on
most of the farms is the lag of fodder accumulation
behind the expansion of livestock herds.

The urkeep and feeding fof cattle in wintertime 1s also the object of a KOMMUNIST
TADTIFTSTANA sditorial (19 November). Assailing the Repubaicts iivestock industry
officisle for their do-nothing policy in the face of "numerous end serious shortcomings,"”
the yaper warns that "g hard winter is expected, and livestock lonzses are therefore
vorsitle not only from undernourishment but also from cold and snow drifts.” ALl the
material resources for insuring adequate fodder supplies and winter quarters are
availablie, 1t is cleimdd, and the only thing that is missing is a little initiative on
the part of the Party Committees and agricultural officials. It is due to their inert-
reea that "so meny tesks have been left undone."” Large quentities of cattle will be kept
for gome time in remote winter pastures, and great losses may be incurred if something
16 no% dene at once about building winter sheds for them., Garmsky oblast and Gorno-
Badakhehan Autonomous oblast, two importent cattle-raiecing ereas, are said to have
failed in their fodder<procurement plamns, and "urgent and exhaustive measures” to prevend
livestork losses are needed: "Time does not wait, and every hour is importeant.”

Following are a few ext'lracta from regional comment on the progrese of the livestock
industry: i

Mingk~~Thave 18 an unsqtisfactory state of affeirs in Baranovichi and Molodechno oblasts.
The {pasture and cowshed) vlan hag not: been fulfilled in these oblastas, and thousands
of hectares of land whi‘.ch could be used as pasture remain fallow (21 November).

Pekov~~Tn:2 co.ective farms of the oblast must teke all measuraes to fulfil the State
plan for :ucreaeing the number of cattle and raising their productivity.... In many
rayors people forget this fact (23 November).

Stalino~-In many kolkhozes of Pershotravnevy, Krasnolimansky, Dobropolsky and other
rayons all the oppoz-tuxjitic-.s for obtaining fodder are not utilized (&5 Novemker).

Kiev~~Chernigov, Zhitomir, Sumy, Kiev end Poltava oblast kolkhozes have not prepared a
sufficient amount of Juicy and coarse fodder. Masny kolkhozes in these and especilally
in the steppe area oblasts have falled to fulfil the plan for comstruction of livestock
buildings (27 November).

Agricultural Statute Violations: A short broadcast from Alma Ata of 20 November refers
to the “empire building' activities of the director of the Kazakh Agricultural Institute
and his principal assigtant. These officials, the report says, were found to be
"ambezzling State funds, plundering products...." Ten members of the Institute who
attempted to unmask the nefarious activities of these "unrestrained lords" (zaxrvavshiesya
velmozhy) were dismissed from their post within a short time. This incident, it is
intimated, ie not so significant in itgelf but the element of complicity with higher
Communiet officials lepds a more somber aspect to the plcture:

A% the Alma Ata town Party conference the delegates frankly
stated that the Agricultural Department of the Central
Committee of the Kazakh Communist Party had "shelved"
(zemarinoval) the information on the unworthy behavior

of the Institute leaders.
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A swwmarized veraicn of a ZARYA VOSTOKA editorial {2. Novemr-er, agserts that uneconomic
manageme=t ard "zgusndering of socialist property” are inzompatitle with the =esclutions
af the 19*h Farty Congrees. The atruggle for +he prezervaticn of aocialist property
under the dercsed ieadershiz of ‘he Georgilan Commusnist Party *was weakened" (calabla),
aad a.*h-agh m:zh has alrsady been done In the fight againe® “transgressors of agri-
cultu—al o-iers and zguarderexs of publics funds”™ 4he heritage of times past hag nct

yot Teer eliminsted, In a mumber of the Republicte +rade crganizatione, 1t 1s
dicc:lzzed, Farty :ont=ol 13 not sufficiently rigid to preven’ abuee. Party and

Sovis* crges’iations nust therefore concentrate thelr at4eation zn "the complete

. v and esquardering” (nc further detalls are offered).

aholiticn 27 e

A long Tkechenks azizzle carried by RADYANSKA UKRAINA on 25 Nurember but not troadcast
cansion: the Ukrainian agri-ultoral euthorities sgalinst Tz pering with the ccllective
farwe? sible funds ‘nepodilny fondy). The latter are Tsaured” (evyvaty) avd are
ot o ha Uad axcers ae sffizially presciiked, thad is Jox rital inveztpent, the
anqulitins of yadigresd ztonk and wimflar forma of ccllectiva Cuirm expanslon. Not
arimn, A tmersrazcy shortsge of payroll funds caz Juetify a "oan’ from the indivisible
fand. Tho- *h» ar*hor reveals, for example, +hsh In Tepritaky rayon, Vinnitea cblazt.
some s farms cepmlttad & geave vioiation of the Agmicul-ural Artel Stature
by "o : a from thelr andiviasiy? Yo cover & payr2ll
neas,  Suricasly encuigh, omoTE whanko dceg rot evern

cover payroli. on
in *he
evan la-sz soruruiouds in
aze in the mentdicned Teplo T
listed, Tr Svalirg-rad and Vinnitsa oblasts alone the funds
Les zhort of the prezcrited amount.

y 4o te

ar 15

ffizieny yeers have led

ra 1 s ot large ; reisultural gchools
dezi seglnognd Tratraln” jars ra hamiteticon and omdlnesy

R{oind X, P 2% Az in wany ) s rndals ., *he chroziz

ine?® vy oY iavh tnztolhors at A : smams ~o have go% “he Tettar of the Party®s
einc rervtong.  Boro ax- . ; o pla, &2d tha guality of

instr- r. vharply critisize grveramant, Tolles Tredegizte
alamemoom L and etody alds as wal dorly haated . cndoabtaedly have
acmething - the faine caluctance atrand “hazs 5 althouzgh “he
off3o1si Lncal authorities usuwally "dorget” m;ly "“neglezt® ta roovide

s
ter of “rainess or zupaerviss “helr ahtaniar:e, MOLOTUe editcrial on

8 Nov.} 1z tyoical =f most of the regional zomment. In Rostov ctlast, it
sultural ssudies have not been organized satizfactorily. The schools of
Razvil y cayon alone were scheduled to trailn 887 farm workers but only 353 actually
attended, ac? of thls rwnter only 200 managed %o stick 1t ou* %o the end and paszs the
requtrad exemivation:z. The situation 1s eaid tc be 54411 worase in a number of other
rayors whers low-guaiity imstractiion, lack of study facilitles or both preavented entire
groupz of stuianty from finlishing their courses ard passing “he examinaticns. In Salsk,
Oktyatrariy, :5y~¥iy and s number of other rayons the j-year agrizultural courses "are
heing d=leyed Im aprarert reascn" while i Orlovskly raycm many kolkhoz workers "gere
unwilling to attead courss:i.’! (Ag indicated above, referenzez to the farmers! unwillingness
to attani =-hool srs infreguent, and the rare admigsions to +thig effect are aprarsntly
promrtei Ly large.scale abzemtesism with whith lozal avthcri“ies ars unable to zope.) As
one of “ha mathods of shSracting fwil atterdance the paper suggests the employment ol
Tqealified - from 2-ientific instituticas end teaching ssteblishments” as
ingtrasiona for the 3.ysar courasa.

the rejyiiz

this subject )
saym, Mess AZ

f

I

ATE =

CHERNOMCRSKA KOMUNA (22 Novembter) complains that the Odesze -%lZaat agricultural g:hools are
not doing “heir share in the introductinn of scientific achie rements and the experience of
l=eding vosksTe into agricultursl production. Here the arcent ieg on the quality of
inetruction a% the 3-year courses which is reported +o be consgplruousgly lacking in
Frunzevseiy, Shiryaevskly, Ovidiopolskly end & number of othexr unnamed rayons.
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INDUSTRY

Production Quality, Laebor Efficiency & Economy Stressed: The familiar complaint that
Tnduztrial management is etriving primarily for lmpressive quantitstive production in-
dicen to the detriment of quality 1s repeated on the radio and 1in the press with
monctoncus Tegularity. This race for quantity, it 1s claimed, invariably results in
large perzantages of the output being rejectsd as tnferior, and in the end both
quantity and quality sre adversely affected., The rise in lator efficiency is pseld

to be anything but gystematic, that is not always according to plan in terms of
percentage figures, and among some of the roasone mentioned are poor mechanization ot
work proceas and unsatisfactory "organization of laboer" {organizatsia truda) in
genera, The porennial drive for rigild eccnomy of raw materiels and other resourcos
is Xept alive by repeatod exhortations to industrial workers to become economy-conacious
and eliminats the lavish use of materialns.

A cumdbsr of enterprises of the Kostroma oOblas4 1ight industry, nays BEVERNAYA FRAVDA on

22 November, "do not ahow any offort” to .mprove the quality of their production. This

is particularly evident in the textile ludustry whoses cuitput 1a "of very poor quality.”
Referring to _abor efficiency, the paper atresmes "the paramount importance of rigid
diascipline" for which this industry is apparently not noted. A little cooperation
betweer ocisuce and industry would help a lot bdut, as the paper impliesm, would not
sntiraly soive the problem of lax Adiscipline and low labor productivity. These should
also bo dsalt with by an energetic managemert with the tried and tested "Bolshevik
wethod”™ 02 criticsism and self-criticism. An almost identical complaint was voiced by
ZARYA POLTAVSHCHINY two days earlier (18 Novembder). Labor productivity end therefoxe

also produstion in the oblast's light industry "are lagging dehind the plen,” it was stated.
Twenty-four Poltava enterprises, including the tread-baking comdbine, spinning factory
(pryadilnays febrika) and a variety of unnamed others 4id nct fulfill their labor-
efficiency ard production echedule in the first nine monthe of this year. BOTSIALISTICHESKIY
DONBAS says (20 Nov.) that "the quality of products of our machine~-buildiug pleants leaves
murh to ba deaired.” This ip mentionad ip connection with the current drive among the
picat engizeers ard technicians of the Kramatorask Worka to "reluce the weight" of machinas
and stop up their output. Hinting that these two processes dc not always go hand in hand,
the paper suggests that "“the struggle for excellent quality (borba za otlichuoye
kacheatvo) murt superseds averything elas, inciuding the weigot of the wmachines, and
urges the Party and Soviet organizations to taka the gltuiation in hand with a view to
achleying thut purpose.

Established etandarzds of quality “ars being crudely violated” (grubo narushayutsyn) in
a number of Roetov oblast enterprises of theo conswmer industry, according %o MOLOT

(26 Novembsar). The coal procduced at the Boguraysv-ugol Trust; for example, is of wuch
poor quality that 1n some capes entire-shipments were rejected by the consumers,
returnad to %he Trust and "thoss respomsidle were held liable." 6Similarly defective
18 the output of other industries working for the consumer:

...defective footwear manufactured by the industrial council

artels (artelil oblpromsovieta) can still be seen 1in the

Roatov stores, Bad quallty metal kitchen utsnsils, furniture

and blankets also exist. The Novocherkassk "Budeony” plant

lost over 2,000,000 rubles through defective goods during the first
nine nmonths of this year. The machine-building and metallurgical
enterprises of the oblast are suffexring enormous lceses from
bad-quality goods.

NADDNEFRYANSKA PRAVDA (26 November) appealps to the Kherscn otlast industrial management

"not to show any liberalism toward producere of rejects” (ne liberalnichaty z brakorobami).
The losaes eustained by the footwear industry due to wastage of ravw material are said to
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be enormdas . and the same {8 reported to be true about the ¥herson canning plant,

etean #ngi=e werka (lokomobilniy zavod) snd a number of otherz. A report from Smolensk
(25 Ncvember) quotes RABOCHY PUT as eriticizing *he "disdainful attitude™ (prezritelnoye
octooshenie} tovard eccromy and thrift on the part of some oblast industrial executives
“who have forgotteu abcut the regime of economy.” Losses and excessive use of materiels,
says thes paper, characterize the vork of the Smolensk lumter aand metal-processing
ipdustry and other enterprises including collective farms and wachine-tractor ntations.
The charge of "forgetfulneas™ in connection with enforcing greater economy in
produstion 1a leveled also by VILNA UKRAINA of 26 November. The Lvov industriel
planta; the pajer declarees, have shown very little initiative in the matter of
utllizing intsrnal reserves, Nor have they done much toward a rational exploitation

of machinery, The sity's automcbile assembdbly plant (zavod avtomontathnykiv), the
spirite factory (spirtzavod) and the fats-producing combine (zhirkombinat) are cited

as ousstanding exampless of sloppy and wvastef:l production,

Eouning Conatrustiorn And Welfare Activitient The retail <rede ~rganizations, eays the
18 Novezxbar PRAVDA editorial, must pay more attention to the Soviet consumer by studying
his requirsmenta and satiefying them. The procursment and distridution of goods emong
the oblaasto, aaya the paper, 1s atill being doze in a haphazard way and in a number of
lozalitlien the service to the customer is bad. The comsumer, it is {mplicitly admit<ed,
1s frequently supplied with inferior quality gocds of a very .imitad assortment.
FRAVDA'8 previous otricturea against taking advantage of the consumer, it appears, have
not alwayr beern taken tco zeriouasly: .

It 15 inodmiseidle that the undertakinga of the
21ght industry st1ll produze goods of inferior
quality.

The housing oi%uation 1a¢ no leass grim, according to the paper: "we are still svffering
from an acuite housing shortage.” I+ 1s not ths lack of building materials or other
focilities that hinders the progress of housing construction but, as pointed out in
previcus CPW raports, the general attitude toward the consumer ia not a high-priority
object iu the Soviet schome of things. Nor 1m the failure to improve the lot of the
conaursr ever refarred to as "anti-3tate” 83 is ihe case with ideologloul or politiaeal
blundern: CeT e .

It 1s regrettadle that we still have admiristrative,

trads union and Party leaders who regard the nsed of the
workers for dwelling houses ad 4 seconiary affair (dslo
vioroetepoennoye)... ,

LENINGRADSXAYA PRAVDA (19 Novomber) echoee the samo sentiment. The oblast building
trusts are saild to be repeating last year's mistekes by delaying the construction of
now houses and the reconditioning of old onsn. Kisuanagement and lack of responaibility
on the part of the building executives are given as the chief reacons. Plastering,
for exsample, 1s otill teing dome by hand as are othor aspects of the work deapite
the fact that spsclal machines are avallable for those Jjoba. Housiog construction,
it 1e pointed cut, haa reached a new low in Vassilevskiy Ostrov, Kalininskiy,
Potrogradskiy, Kirovekiy, Sverdlovekiy and leninekiy rayous., Ipadeguate attention
to the consumer 1s aisoc the object of a KRYMSKAYA PRAVDA discussico (21 November).

A 2arge part of the consumer 1induatry i1e said to have fallen sho>t of the targets in
the third quarter of this year, and yet "there has been no perceptible change in
their work" in the fourth quarter. TFood products, garments, knitwear, shoes and
building materials are listed as "undersupplied” coumoditiesn.

Town communal eervice, says XAZAKHSTANSBKAYA FPAVDA (21 Kovember), ie still far behind
the dasreastsd demands of the population, and retail trade "does not satisfy the
wvorkers' requirements.” In Lenlnogorak the house construction plan "is not being
fulfilled™ while in East Kazakhstan oblast only 26% of the planned houses have been
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completed so far. RADYANSKA UKRAINA (25 Rovember) says that the consumer s all too
often abused by the retail trading organizations end it is high time to think of
his Wlfares

Tn & number of places, as for example Lvov, Odessa,
Poltava and other cities footwear and garment-making
and repair shope, metal goods repair shcps and
cleaning and dying establishments do not meet the
peoplets demand.

Ukrainian version:
V ryadi mist, napryklsd, u Lvovi, Jdesl, Paltavi ta
inshykh, maysterni dlya poshyttya 1 Iagodzhennye
vzuttys ta odyagu, po remontu metalevyixh vyboriv,
xhimichaly chysttel i farbuvannyu ue zadovolnyayut
potreb neselenia.

The trade network itself is reported to be shot through with "opportunists, unscrupulous
people and thieves of communal property"” (mevypadkovy, nechesuy lyudy, rozkradachi
narodnogo dobra). Evidence of such untried and unreliable personnel has béen noted

1n the retail outlets of Voroshilovgrad, Chernigib, Drogobych ard a number of

(unneamed) other oblests. The above-mentioned "evidence,” however, is not amplified.

Critical editorial comment on consumer services 1 heard als> from Transcarpathian
oblast (21 November), Stavropol krai (25 November), North Ossetia {26 November),
and Tbilisl, Georgia (30 November).

Migeellaneous: The use of radioactive isotopes in treating malignaut tumors and
melignant growths or thyroid glands, says Prof. Kuzin, has bsen slngularly successful
and is prefereble to X-ray and radium vhich inevitably affect the live tissue around
the growth. (Home Service, 22 November). )

A sun reflectnr designed by astronomer Bukhman is gsald to have produced good results
in the treatment of Theumatism, neuralgiam and askiv diseasee {30 November).

Loelle S PoLllioal Ll
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